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Deborah M. Sawyer (EDI photo) 

Deborah M. Sawyer, an ACI Corporate Trustee, environmental scientist 

and executive, passed away August 7 after battling cancer. Sawyer was 

best known as founder and CEO of Environmental Design Inc., Chicago, 

where she worked for 25 years. She was also a promoter of  STEM 

education for minorities and women. 

Sawyer joined the ACI Board of Trustees earlier this year. “We extend 

our deepest sympathies to Deborah’s family,” said Mick Weltman, ACI executive 

director. “Despite her illness, Deborah actively supported ACI and brought to the board great 

enthusiasm for our mission to help first-generation, minority and low-income students succeed in 

college. We will miss her.” 

Information about Sawyer’s life and career is available on the Environmental Design website. 
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