ACI Colleges and Universities Diverse, Offer Wide Range of
Academic Programs
Students attending the 26 member colleges and universities of Associated Colleges of
Illinois (ACI) are learning in diverse environments and are afforded opportunities to
learn that emphasize small classes, real-world project learning and a variety of
internships, according to ACI research. ACI members are also producing teachers and
health-care workers in larger numbers than the state's largest universities.
These findings come from a recent
compilation of demographic
statistics from ACI member schools (see
image, left). Among the nearly 50,000
total undergraduate students:
+ about 58 percent are women
+ about one third are students who are
American Indian, Alaskan or Native
Hawaiian, Asian, Black/African
American, Latinx or multiracial
+ more than one third are eligible for
Pell Grants, awarded to students with
the greatest financial need
+ more than 800 students are attending ACI colleges and universities with GI Bill
benefits
"These findings confirm what we already knew: Students who attend private, liberal arts
colleges in Illinois are learning important skills and life lessons that lead to productive
careers in the state's economy," said Mick Weltman, ACI executive director. "Also, ACIaffiliated schools have diverse student bodies, which contribute to a rich and wideranging learning environment. This is vital in today's global economy."
ACI members, all private, independent institutions, have student bodies with
characteristics similar to Illinois' public colleges and universities. 2018
statistics compiled by the Illinois Board of Higher Education for Illinois (IBHE) public
colleges and universities show ACI schools have a slightly higher percentage of students
who are women (58 percent to 51 percent). The IBHE statistics also show a slightly
greater percentage of students of color or multiracial students attending Illinois public
colleges and universities (37 percent to 33 percent).
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ACI members supply greater numbers of nurses and teachers
At most of ACI's colleges and universities, top
academic programs are business, education,
health professions and basic sciences. ACIcompiled statistics from 2017 show that ACI
member institutions are graduating nurses and
teachers at a nearly 2-to-1 rate when compared
to Illinois' largest public and private colleges
and universities.
ACI alumni working throughout the
Illinois economy
Illinois employment for alumni of ACI colleges
and universities is strong, with more than 23,000 employees working for 148 top Illinois
employers with at least 25 ACI alumni, according to ACI research figures. The top five
Illinois employers of alumni of ACI-affiliated institutions are Advocate Aurora Health,
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, State Farm, JPMorgan Chase & Co. and Caterpillar.

