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Dear ACI Supporter:
Your attendance at this evening’s ACI Benefit Reception will help hundreds of
students achieve their dreams of a college education and launch careers.
ACI is a network of 27 colleges and universities in Illinois. Founded in 1952, ACI
helps strengthen the state's independent colleges and universities through new
sources of support for independent higher education. With generous donations
from corporations, foundations and individual donors, ACI has provided more
than $70 million in scholarships to Illinois students since its founding.
In 2018, ACI provided more than 260 scholarships for students in need, and it
provided emergency financial aid to help other students facing sudden or
unanticipated financial hardships. In addition, ACI's Peer Mentoring Program helps
underserved students successfully complete the challenging freshman year and
remain in school to earn degrees. This year, the program is serving 156 students,
including 130 mentees and 26 mentors, on 11 member campuses.
Later this year, ACI will host its annual Career Development Conference and
Employer Expo, Oct. 4, at North Central College, and initiate a series of Work and
Life Skills Boot Camps for students entering the workforce and career mentoring
to match seniors with business leaders. ACI is also hosting professional
development conferences for staff at member colleges and universities.
We’re proud to say that ACI’s member colleges and universities serve nearly
70,000 students and contribute a $3.5 billion impact to the Illinois economy.
Your gifts have made it possible for ACI to be a force for good in Illinois,
improving workforce quality and effectiveness, and building the state’s economy
in challenging times. Working together, we're investing in the future of our state
and its people.
We appreciate your commitment and partnership!

Frank D. Cella
Chair, ACI Board of Trustees
Managing Director, Marsh USA

Jamel SC Wright, Ph.D.
President, ACI
President, Eureka College
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Welcome
Frank D. Cella, ACI Board of Trustees, and Managing Director,
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Address and Testimonials
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Jamel SC Wright, Ph.D., President, ACI, and President, Eureka College
Keynote speaker
Michael W. Frerichs, Illinois State Treasurer
Testimonials
Jordan Bruster, ACI Scholarship Recipient, Rockford University '19
TaCoya Harris, ACI Mentee, North Central College '22
Jorge Palacios, ACI Mentor, Concordia University Chicago '19
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J. Vincent Williams, ACI Board of Trustees, and Director of Business &
Entrepreneurship, and Director, ILSBDC, YWCA Metropolitan Chicago
Closing
Frank D. Cella
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Keynote speaker

Michael W. Frerichs
Illinois State Treasurer
Michael Frerichs was elected Illinois State Treasurer in
November 2014 and re-elected in November 2018. Frerichs is
the 74th person to serve in this role. The treasurer is the
state’s chief investment officer, and Frerichs is a Certified
Public Finance Officer. The treasurer invests money on behalf
of the state and local units of government, actively managing
approximately $30 billion. Since taking office, Frerichs has made significant strides by
helping Illinois residents get what is owed to them through the Unclaimed Property
Program. A record-breaking $180 million in forgotten cash and stock was returned to
individuals, employers and nonprofits in fiscal year 2018. By making changes to the
Bright Start and Bright Directions College Savings Programs, Frerichs has lowered fees
and provided more investment options, making college more affordable for families
saving for their child’s future. Under his leadership, Illinois now leads a multistate
alliance that allows parents of children with blindness or a disability to save for their
children without jeopardizing their federal disability benefits.
Frerichs was born in Gifford, Illinois. He graduated from Yale University and spent two
years in Taiwan where he taught English to young students and learned to speak
Chinese. He returned to Champaign County and launched his own technology
business. He was elected to the Champaign County board and elected Champaign
County auditor. He also served as a volunteer firefighter. In 2006, Frerichs was elected
Illinois state senator representing East Central Illinois, and he chaired the Higher
Education Committee and Agriculture and Conservation Committee. Frerichs currently
serves as vice chairman of National Association of State Treasurers Legislative
Committee as well as trustee on the Illinois State Board of Investment.

Testimonials

Jordan Bruster, ACI Scholarship Recipient, Rockford University ’19
Jordan Bruster traveled a long way to study at Rockford University. A community
college professor back home in Corpus Christi, Texas, introduced him to Rockford’s
Music Department head. Jordan interviewed and auditioned, and Rockford offered him
an attractive financial aid package of performing arts scholarships, work-study
opportunities and an ACI General Scholarship. “I don't come from a background with
a lot of money. For me, it’s the difference between having books for school and
sometimes the difference between coming to school or not," says Jordan.
Now a senior about to complete his musical theater degree, Jordan says Rockford
University has promoted his growth as a musician and actor. He has appeared in seven
college productions, performed with the Vocal Collective choral ensemble and
attended several theater conferences that built his professional network. “I worked last
summer with a professional theater company,” Jordan says. “That definitely wouldn't
have happened without the training I’ve received here.” After Rockford? Jordan hopes
to attend graduate school and possibly teach acting or music.

TaCoya Harris, ACI Mentee, North Central College ’22
A first-generation college student from a single-parent household, TaCoya Harris was
pretty much on her own finding the path to college. Her high school tennis coach in
Peoria told her about North Central College, and once she visited the campus, TaCoya
knew it was the right place for her. Now she’s a freshman there studying computer
science with a minor in philosophy. “I’d like to be a software developer. I really like
coding and testing and creating software,” she says. “It’s a powerful skill to have.”
The ACI-North Central Peer Mentoring Program has eased TaCoya’s transition to
college. "Programs like this really comfort you to know that there’s students on campus
who you can go to and ask for help," she says. “They’ve been through their first years
as first-generation students, and they know." Harris appreciates North Central’s peer
mentoring focus on African American students. "Even though we’re a small percentage,
together, we know each other, and we share similar experiences on campus. It’s nice to
have a group of people who share the same struggles and issues, and we can talk
about it.”
On the road to earning her family’s first college degree, TaCoya recently earned a
significant four-year ROTC scholarship. She hopes to be an example to younger family
members who follow in her footsteps.
Jorge Palacios, ACI Mentor, Concordia University Chicago ’19
Jorge Palacios is an ACI Peer Mentoring Program mentor at Concordia University
Chicago. This first-generation college student from an Ecuadorian-American family
living in Berwyn, Illinois, says peer mentoring allows him to offer students support he
lacked when he was a freshman. “My freshman year,” says Jorge, "I wasn’t really able to
reach out to professors just because I did not know that was a thing to do. I really
didn’t have anyone to connect with for help. The Peer Mentoring Program helps people
expand their network and their resources. It’s like a 'Big Brother, Big Sister Program' –
someone who’s been successful shows them what’s out there, the right road toward
success."
A senior who will soon graduate with a major in business management and minors in
finance, entrepreneurship and accounting, Jorge founded the university’s Concordia
Enterprise Group (CEG), a campus organization that helps students map a road to
success in the business world and sponsors a Business Idea Competition, Cougar Tank,
modeled after TV’s “Shark Tank.”
Jorge is both a full-time student and an intern at Northwestern Mutual-Chicago, where
he has been named one of the company’s top 50 interns nationwide. He already has
accepted a full-time, post-graduation position with Northwestern Mutual-Chicago and
says he is “beyond excited for his future!”
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Pride. Our team is proud to provide
ACI’s 27 member institutions with
support that makes their distinctive
brand of higher education
accessible to diverse students
throughout Illinois.
Gratitude. We are grateful to have
the opportunity to do work we
enjoy that makes a positive impact
on ACI members, the students they
serve, and the state of Illinois.
Thanks!
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